Monday, April 8, 2024

meﬁm(ﬁﬁmwm)wmnm

mwaﬂaﬁw

SESE ory

g
2

[Eyica

1A
~RAJESH KUMAR ™ NEW DELHI
* As urban and youth apathy is a

{ £ Xcause of concern to improve the
voter turnout during the 2024 Lok

U's Turning 18 intative
{argls youny, st e ot

has social media presence on major
platforms, including Facebook,
Instatg::sn. X, YouTube with recent
addit of Public App, WhatsApp
Channel and LinkedIn.

The EC’s “Turning 18, in the run-up
to the 18th Lok Sabha Elections,

specifically twﬁ young and first-
€ pi

time voters. rimary objective
is to galvanise youngsters to
participate  in e upcomin;

elections and address the critical
issues of urban and youth apathy
noticed in previous elections while
the campaign “You are the One‘aims
to recognise and celebrate the
invaluable contributions of various
stakeholders involved in the
electoral process.

The “Turning 18’ campaign employs
various compelling themes and
strategies to capture the attention of
its audience. The strategy involves

EC's Tuning 18 iiiative argets youny, i

From Page 1
“Thé impact of the ‘Turning
18" ign is sub i

stakeholder plays a vital role
in ensuring the integrity and
iclehe of the electoral

with widespread
amplification facilitated by
State  Chief  Electoral
Officers (CEOs) and the
national public broadcaster,
DD News and Akashvani. «
Moreover, the EC has
collaborated with its popular
network of National and
State SVEEP icons to have a
multiplier effect” the EC

said.

“Building on ‘Turning 18
campaign, EC launched
another campaign titled
‘You Are The One’ This
initiative aims to recognise
and celebrate the invaluable
contributions of various
stakeholders involved in the
clectoral process. From
voters and political parties
to Booth Level Officers
(BLOs), ground staff, polling
parties, administrative

media
central forces,

media_platforms to nudge young
+|- and urban voters to cast their
*} ballot in the Lok Sabha
elections.

The commission has
also initiated a campaign
1g_people to first
then amplify what
information_th on
social media related to
elections. Through engaging
storytelling and captivating visuals
like "Whatever it takes - we walk the
extra mile, so you don't have to, the
campaign highlights the dedication
and i of individuals in
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Sabha elections, the Election branding of individual series with

Commission (EC) has launched a thematic  logos  for  easy = 1
.| variety of igns - “Turning 18’  identificati an iation.
| and *You are the One’ across social Additionally, the campaign portrays

recent
elections, as ‘then vs now’ to
underscore the progress made
over time.
“By _emphasising the
significance of ~ voting
immediately upon turning
18, the campaign seeks to
inspire a sense of civic
responsibility among young
voters. Furthermore, infographics,
highlighting the growing
participation of the women
electorate, especially in the age
!)m‘cket of 18-30 showcases the

a comparison of past an

ensuring free, fair and participative
elections. Currently the i

y of Indias d

process,” it said.
Continued on Page 8

P
and security personnel, each

process.

Through engaging

storytelling and captivating -

visuals (like ‘Whatever it
takes - we walk the extra
mile, so you dos’t have to’)
the campaign highlights the
dedication and commitment
of these individuals,
inspiring pride in their roles
and responsibilities within
the democratic framework”.
“It involves highlighting the
key stakeholders, interesting

“anecdotes, and stories from

the elections of the past, and
videos/reels that unravel the

tireless efforts of polling

_working behind the

scenes, navigating
challenging  terrains to
ensure  every voter, is
reached.

There are various other
interesting features of the
campaign like ‘chunaavi
kisse’ sharing interesting
election  stories  from

——e

.

previous elections. Then A-
Z of Indian elections series
informs  users  about
elections related terms and
processes. Word play with
the EC is another series
where users are engaged to
hunt for election related
terms. ‘Sawal jawab’ series to
answer the most relevant
questions related to the
clectoral process. ‘ihrough
polls and pixel series,

shares a_visual journey of

Indian  elections  since
inception.
In  response to the

proliferation of fake news
and misinformation online,
the poll body said it has
introduced the
“VerifyBeforeYouAmplify'
initiative @s highlighted by

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
recently. The campaign

seeks to bust fake news and
urge people to exercise
caution and diligence before
sharing  information on
social media platforms.
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EC uses social media
to nudge electors to
vote in LS polls

PTI®NEWDELHI

he Election Commission
has launched a variety of
campaigns across social media
platforms to nudge young and
urban voters to cast their bal-
lot in the Lok Sabha elections.

The gol] watchdog has also ini-
tiated a campaign urging peo-
ple to first v‘e?rig1 thg a;snplify
what they get on social media
related to elections.

Polling for seven phase Lok
Sabha elections will commence
from April 19 with June 1
being the last phase.

According to the EC, it is
nudging young and first-time
voters through “Turning 18’
campaign, urmg them to
come to the polling station to
vote.

“You are the One’ campaign
seeks to recognise importance
of different stakeholders in the
election process, including

olling machinery, in ensuring
?hat n%: voter is left behind.

From voters and political par-
ties to booth level officers
(BLOs), ground staff, polling
parties, adminigrative per-
sonnel, media professionals,

| central forces, ard security

personnel, each stakeholder
plays a vital role in ensuring the
integrity and efficiency of the
electoral process.

Through engaging storytelling
and captivating visuals like
‘Whatever it takes -- we walk
the extra mile, so you don't
have to, the campaign high-
lights the dedication and com-
mitment of individuals in

-

’ensurinf free, fair and partici-

pative elections.

In response to the proliferation
of fake news and misinforma-
tion online, the poll body said
it has introduced the
‘VerifyBeforeYouAmplify’ ini-
tiative as highlighted by Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar recently.

The campaign seeks to bust
fake news and urge people to
exercise caution and diligence
before sharing information on
social media platforms.

“This proactive measure aims
to empower citizens to verify
the accuracy and authenticity
of content before amplifying it,
thereby mitigating the spread of
false information and safe-
guarding the intetﬁrity of the
electoral process,” the poll body
said on Sunday.
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Eﬂ Suvidha portal receives

.PIONEER NEWS SERVICE &
_ NEW DELHI

N In a span of just 20 days, since
. Lthe announcement of elec-
- tions and the Model Code of
«*Conduct (MCC) becoming
' operational, the Suvidha plat-
“form received an impressive
73,379 permission requests
* ftom political parties and can-
‘‘didates, of which 44,626
requests (60 per cent) had
béen approved.
" Maximum requests were
‘réceived from’ Tamil Nadu
't33,239), followed by West
“=Bengal (11,976) and Madhya
“"Pradesh (10,636). The least
‘- mimber of requests so far have
been received  from
€handigarh (17), Lakshadweep
*(18) and Manipur (20)..
"According to the Election
Commission, the applications
“stibmitted by by parties and
¢andidates include requests for
-booking rally grounds, opening
“témporary party offices and
dperating video publicity vans.
“The seven phase elections were
announced on March 16 and
voting would commence from
" April 19. The last phase is on

June 1.

Nearly 11,200 requests had
been rejected which is 15% of
the total requests received and
10,819 applications cancelled as
were invalid or duplicate. Rest
of the applications are under
process as per the details avail-
able till April 7, 2024.

The portal has| received
requests from Tripura ( 2844),
Assam ( 2609), Bihar ( 861),
Goa ( 28), Gujarat ( 648),
Haryana ( 207), Himachal
Pradesh ( 125), Karnataka
(2689), Kerala ( 1411),
Maharashtra . ( 2131),
Meghalaya ( 1046), Odisha (

92), Rajasthan ( 2052), Punjab
( 696), Uttar Pradesh ( 3273),
Chhattisgarh ( 472), Jharkhand
{ 270), Uttarakhand ( 1903) and
Telangana ( 836).

The Suvidha portal is a tech-
nological solution developed by
ECI to ensure a level playing-
field upholding the democrat-
ic principles of free, fair and
transparent elections.
Demonstrating an impressive
track record, the Suvidha Portal
streamlined the process of
obtaining and acting upon
requests for permissions and
facilities from political parties
and candidates during the elec-

‘379 requests in 20 days

tion period.

“Recognizing the importance
of the election campaign peri-
od, where parties and candi-
dates engage in activities to
reach out to voters, the Suvidha
Portal caters to a diverse range
of permission requests trans-
parently on the First in First
Out principle. It caters to per-
missions for organising rallies,
opening temporary party
offices, door-to-door canvass-
ing, video vans, helicopters,
obtaining vehicle permits, dis-
tributing pamphlets,” the
Election Commission said.
According to the Election
Commission (EC), the Suvidha
Platform not only enhances the
efficiency of the election
process but also ensures trans-
parency by providing real-time
tracking of applications, status
updates, times tamped sub-
missions, and communication
via SMS. Furthermore, the per-
mission data available on the
portal serves as a valuable
resource for scrutinising elec-
tion expenditures, contributing
to greater accountability and
integrity in the electoral
process. .
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DM issués.ggidelinnes for heat wave protection

Lucknow (PNS): In i Lucknow. stressed the  ry schools, urging students to
with directives from the state importance of displaying refrain from outdoor activities
government, District Magistrate ~ posters regarding heat wave and field visits during peak
Surya Pal issued  protection and ety measures  heat hours. .
ﬁm’ elines to all department in parks and public places to “Workers, including those
eads in Lucknow to ensure raise public awareness. under MNREGA, should not be
protection and safety from heat “Primary and co ity hos-  compelled to work during the
waves, aiming to minimise the  pitals must ensure the availabil- . afternoon. Adequate shade and
adverse effects on the public, ity of ORS pouches and medica- inking water must be provid-
Instructions have iven for tions for heat wave protection, ed at workplaces.” he said, out-
all departments to for  with doctors trained to provide lining responsibilities for offi-
shade, drinking immediate treatment to cials in both rural and urban

and
water provided by self-help
Eroups at parks, tourist spots,
us stands, railway stations,
and other public areas in

patients,” he emphasised.
Furthermore, he directed the
adjustment of timings for

degree/Inter colleges and prima-

areas. Provisions for shade,
water, and fodder were to be
made at the zoo to alleviate heat
stress for animals.
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Separate accounts

for poll expenses

.

[ PNSH Lucq'ow

n view of the upcoming Lok
i ASabha elections, District
Magistrate Surya Pal Gangwar,
also serving as the district
election officer, has mandated
all banks to establish separate
accounts for election-related
expenses of the candidates.
“Aﬁ election expenses will be
managed through these
accounts. Each bank will pro-
vide distinct banking facilities
to the candidates and their
associates,” he stated.
Furthermore, he directed banks
to monitor withdrawals and
deposits exceeding Rs 10 lakh
and report such transactions to
him. * ;
“Continuous withdrawals or
deposits exceeding Rs 1 lakh in
accounts of candidates’ depen-
dents will also be reported,” he
said.

Regarding cash transportation
b{ ATM vans and other vehi-
cles, the district election officer
stipulated that only cash from
the respective bank, and no
other party, should be carried
under any circumstance.
"Accompanyins personnel
must possess identity cards
issued by relevant agencies.
Vehicles carrying cash should
provide clear documentation
and allow direct inspection to
verify compliance with bank
instructions for ATM refillin;
or inter-branch cash transfer,
headded.

Noting cash movement by
agencies for doorstep service or
payment collection, the officer
required banks to provide vehi-
cle details to the District
Election Office and ensure
mandatory installation of
tracking systems like GPS.

of candidates

Standard operating procedures
(SOPs) should be established
for non-ATM cash transporta-
tion, he said.

Instructing liquor vendors to
adhere to the Model Code of
Conduct for the Lok Sabha
elections, the officer prohibit-
ed public alcohol consumption
ancsm loitering around liquor
shops, except in designated

remises.

No alcohol consumption
should cause inconvenience or
disturb public peace. Violations
will lead to strict legal action,
including fines and imprison-
ment up to six months,” he
warned.

To prevent liquor misuse dur-
ing the elections, strict limits on
the sale of country liquor have
been imposed. s 44
Regarding printing and pub-
lishgin;,ltx}llge officer cgited Section
127 of the Representation of
People Act, mandating printing
presses to provide election
material records to the district
administration.

Publishers must sign a declara-
tion (Form A), countersigned
by printers, and submit four
copies of printed material
(Form B) to the district election
officer within three days of
publication.

Permission from the chief elec-
tion officer is required for
printed material, with manda-
tory inclusion of printer and
publisher details. The DM clar-
ified that any form of copying,
including photocopying, falfs
under printing regulations,
with violations attracting
imprisonment up to six months
and fines up to Rs 2,000.
Licence cancellation for print-
ing presses is also possible for
severe violations.
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Tiquor consumption outside

shops, public places banned

Times News Network

Lucknow: Following enfor-
cementof the Model Code of
Conduct for the Lok Sabha
elections, the district admi-
nistration has prohibit
the consumption of liqu
outside ornearliquorshops.
District Magistrate Su-
rya Pal Gangwar has direc-
ted liquor vendors to ens: 3
that there’s no consumption
of liquor in places other
than those that have been
awarded the required per-
mission by the departments'
concerned. The DM said that
, consumption of liquor in

public places, parking spa-
cesoutside liquor vends and
on the roadside is strictly
prohibited.

“Liquor should not be
consumed by parking vehi-
cles outside liquor shops or
standing near vends, which
may cause inconvenience to
the general public and may
disturb the public peace and
law and ordersituation, Any
person found to be violating
this would face strictest le-
gal action which may inclu-
de fine and jail up to six
months,” hesaid.

ides, the administra-
tiox?hl?s also imposed a limit
> i -

on the sale of liquor. Accor-
ding to the administration,
while the prescribed limit
for the sale of country-made
local liguor—BIO and bott-

led in India (BII) category-
—is onelitre per person, it is
4.5litreper person for impor-
ted foreign liquor brands.
“Likewise, only 2.5 litres
of wine and six litres of beer
in both BIO and BIT category

canbesold toan individual,
The DM also directed the
printing presses and publis-
hers to comply with restric-
tions on the unauthorized
printing of pamphlets and
postersrelated to elections.

" .
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LS election: DEO reviews

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

District Magistrate/ District
Election Officer
(DM/DEO) S Rajalingam gave
necessary guidelines during
the review meeting with the in-
charges/nodal officers and
assistant election officers
(AEOs) in the Collectorate
auditorium here on Sunday in
view of the preparations for the
Lok Sabha General Election-
2024. Instructing the officers
concerned, he said the district

i e
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DM/DEOQ S Rajalingam reviewing poll process in Varanasi on Sunday.

ments etc was taken and seen
on the spot. Booth level officers
were directed to keep all the
members of a family as voters
at the same booth. An appeal
was also made to the voters to
ensure active participation in
the voting to be held on June
1 and to cast their vote.
Meanwhile, Additional District

fake news because special mon-
itoring is being done on paid
news during Lok Sabha
General Elections-2024.

He said that the district
administration is committed to
conduct the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in a free, safe and well-
organised manner apart from
ensuring 100 per cent compli-

e o

Deputy District Election
Officer Vipin Kumar said as
per the instructions of the
Election Commission of India,

ance witl

Election Commission of India.
He said that laxity will not be
tolerated at any level.

According to him, praising a

con the Lok Sabha elec-
ﬁonsinar , fair and fear-free
manner, for this all prepara-
tions should be ensured. Laxity
+ will not be tolerated at any level
in this direction, he added.
‘The DEO directed the offi-
cers to ensure lh:td they dis-
charge their assi| responsi-
bilities with fuﬁnpmmptness
and seriousness. It should
ensured that all preparations
are completed on time. He
directed the officers to ensure
arrangements for ramps, elec-
tricity i rinking

tion work, vi phy plan
and training of videographers
were also discussed. Necessary
guidelines wcr;ﬁw:n while dis-
cussing the detailed checking of
SST teams by setting up check-
ing points, preparation of elec-
tion related materials, ade-
quate arrangements for light
and heavy vehicles used in
election = work.  Chief
Development Officer
Himanshu Nagpal, ADM
(City), ADM (Finance/
A

Revenue), DM
Administration) along with all

register, paid news register,
social media register etc were
created and information was
recorded and quality disposal
was explained. The DEO said
one employee should be made
accountable for each work
through whom all the informa-
tion can be given. CDO
Himanshu Nagpal, control
room incharge Vandita
Srivastava, assistant officer
incharge and other officers
and employees were present.
Earlier, ARO/ Additional
Municipal Magi: -1II vis-

water and toilets etc at 100 per
cent polling stations. He said
that if an) scﬁciency is found
at ing station, it should
be filled immediately.
He directed th? &gk::b ‘lo
repare mapping of vulng e
Solrin stalli’opnsgnd list of vul-
nerable and critical booths.
During the meeting, pi -
tion' of EVMs and its ran-
domisation, preparation along
with the action plan for train-
ing of election related EVMs
k personnel, preparation
along with the action plan for
vote counting, proper training

of personnel engaged in elec-

the AEOs, nodal officers and
in-charﬁ officers were present.

Earlier DEO S Rajalingam
inspected the control room/
Media Certification and

ited various booths located in
Harhua areas under the Ajgara
assembly constituency of the
district. Ajgara (r:sl;rved) and
Shivpur are assembl ents
T e

C
(MCMC) set up in Vikas
Bhawan for the Lok Sabha
elections 2024 here on Saturday
and gave ncccssalg directions
to concerned officers. The
DEO directed the officers to
pay special attention to regis-
tering information and com-
plaints in the 24x7 operated
control room and their quali-
ty disposal. For this, complaint
register, media certification

con-
stituency while Pindra assgmbl)'
isa part of Machhalishahar (SC)
Lok Sabha seat in Jaunpur dis-
trict. The other five assembly
constituencies of the district
(City South, City North, Varanasi

the final publi of the
voter list was done on January
23 last. He appealed to all yot-
ers to definitely check their
names in the published voter
listand if anyone's name is not
in the voter list or the names of
the family members are in dif-
ferent booths, then they can
contact on mobile number
9454417036 or toll free num-
ber-1950 for inclusion of name
in the voter list. One can also
getany other information relat
ed to the list. He said the vot-
ers can apply themselves
installing the Commission’s
website https://Voters.eci.govin
and VHA Voter Helpline App
(VHA) on their mobile.

MEDIA ORGANISATIONS

SHOULD AVOID PAID

& FAKE NEWS: KUMAR
Additional  District

Magistrate_(Administration)/

Deputy District Election
icer (DyDEO) Vipin Kumar

giving necessary information to

by taking money
comes under the category of
paid news. He said publishing
news for money will be in the
category of paid news.

For this, special attention
is being kept on print, electron-
ic media as well as social
media. Glorifying any candi-
date, indicating the inclination
of voters in favour of a candi-
date, astrological analysis
regarding someone’s victory
claim, bulk SM$/voice mes-
sages etc will also come under
the category of paid news,” he
said, adding that regarding the
misleading information
received in the WhatsApp
group, a version of the same
must be obtained by talking to
the authorities concerned.
“Such information may be fake.
Such misleading information
should never be forwarded in
WhatsApp grours,“he advised.

Additional -Municipal
Commissioner Rajiv Rai,
As Municipal
C Amit Shukla,

Cantt, Rohania and ap
comprise Varanasi Lok Sabha
seat. During the inspection,
information related to voters'
facilities like drinking water,
shades, electricity arrange-

the rep of print
and electronic media in the
meeting held in the
Coll ditorini Hére

Information Officer Surendra
Nath Pal, Prashant Kak];ar»of

on Saturday, said media organ-
isations should avoid paid and

PIBand rep i print
and electronic media were pre-
sent in the meeting.

preparations

Monday, April 8, 2024



Monday, April 8, 2024

mmmﬁm(ﬁﬁmgﬂm)wu&ﬂ . 5P

20U

QO ; m4 T ”‘ d AGTTS

nghs, lows and belled

hopes showcase
political gender gap

' Some election cycles
showcased promising
strides with increased
participation of women
candidates and successful
electoral victories, others
sawa decline

Brajendra K Parashar 0
bikparashar@htiive com

LUCKNOW: Representation of
women from Uttar Pradesh in
the Lok Sabha has been marked
by highs and lows since the
inception of parliamentary elec-
tions in India in 1951-52.
Despite women now outpac-
ing their male counterparts in
voter registration and voting, it
took six decades for them to
double-di

WOMEN OUTNUMBER MEN IN VOTER

REGISTRATION, VOTING

Inthe1371 Lok Sabha elections
(data ilable for earfier

voters. As per the ﬁgpms

polls), there were 2,095,9342
women electors in the state,
and it grew 0 714,82,605 in
2024, that is more than a 240%
rise. In1371, the women voter
tumout was just 38.84% out of
the total 46%. In 2019,
elections, the women voter
turnout was 59.56% against
the 58.53% male vote

Commission in January this
Year a total 3119121 women
registered their name in
electoral rolls as new voters
against 25,77.967 new male
voters. The rise of political
efficacy (eagemess for voting)
among women, according to
Mishra, indicates the political
aspiration among them, and

being 59.29%. Around three
dozen of 80 LS constituencies
inthe state witnessed women
voters beating male votersin
the turnout.

Nnt only thts, but wnmen

ach
tion from the state in the Lok
Sabha,

Dawn of hope in first election

The very first Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 1951-52 (held between
October 1951 and February 1952)
saw four women making it to
Parliament from Uttar Pradesh,
igniting hope for women getting
abigger role in politics. The first
elections were held for 69 Lok
Sabha seats between October
1951 and February 1952.

‘Among the first four women
who represented Uttar Pradesh
in the first Lok Sabha was Maha-
rani Sahiba Kallendu Mati Shah,
an independent candidate from
Garhwal District (West), now in
Uttarakhand.

The other three were Uma
Nehru, Ganga Devi and Vijay
Laxmi Pandit. The three Con-
gress candidates won from the
Sitapur-cum-Kheri district (W),
Barabanki and Lucknow, respec-
tively, as per the Election Com-
mission of India data.

After winning four seats in the
first election, only one woman
was elected from the state in the
1957 Lok Sabha polls though six
contested. The lone woman win-
ner, according to ECT's statistical
report was Sushila Nayar who
won the Jhansi seat as a Con-
gress candidate, defeating the
CPI nominee. In 1962, six of the
14 women contestants won.

‘They were Ganga Devi (Con-
gress) from Mohan Lal Ganj LS
seat, Basant Kumari (SWA) from
Kaiserganj, Subhadra Joshi

menin
registering themselves as

(Congress), from Balrampur,
Savitri Nigam (Congress) from
Jhansi and Kamla Chaudhary
(Congress) from Hapur.

In1967, seven of the 13 women
candidates made to the Lok
Sabha. They included Indira
Gandhi, who had become Prime
Minister months earlier in Janu-
ary 1966 as a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber. In 1971, five women candi-
dates were elected from the state
to the Lok Sabha but in the next
election in 1977, only three of the
13 women contestants were vic-
torious.

“Given an opportunity,
women may become a
forrmdable fovce toreckon
with

WIII women find a greater
representation too in the Lok
Sabha in 20247 Only results
will tell on June 4.

In the 2004 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, only seven of the 61 female
contestants from Uttar Pradesh
could go to Parliament.

Double digit
representation in 2009
‘Women's representation entered
double digits for first time in
2009 when 11 of the 86 female
contestants won in U.P. Thirteen
women were elected from UP. in
2014 in the Modi wave, The tally T
came down to 11 in 2019 but it
was joint highest women repre-
sentation from a state that year.
While some election cycles

Number of women showcased promising strides
contestants increases, with increased pamclpitlon of
tally of winners 'women

In 1980, the number of women
contestants grew to 35 but only

ful electoral victories, others saw
a decline, raising questions

seven of them could wm Sixof  about the persistent gender gap

the 3 theirsecu-  in political I i

rity deposit forfeited. “UP. has been one of the poor-
In the 1984 Lok Sabha polls, ~ est, economically backward and

there were 44 women candi- mostinferior on gender-equality

dates in the fray, but only nine  indices. This is also true for

won in Uttar Pradesh. In 1989,  women'’s polmcal pnmmpanun

onlysixof 41 in the U.P.

won. In the nextelection in1991, ~ MPs (joint highest with Bengal)

the number of women candi-
dates winning came down to
three. In the 1996 Lok Sabha
polls in the state, the number of
women contestants swelled to
107 of whom only seven won. In
1598, nine of 56

were elected in the 17th Lok
Sabha from UP," said Rajesh
Mishra, a social scientist and
former professor at Lucknow
University. Politics, he pointed
out, had been hitherto a male

ants won. In the 1999 polls, there
were 61 women candidates and
nine won.

field human history.

“This explains the lesser rep-
resentation of women in Parlia-
ment,” Mishra said.
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